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since it allowed him to send the bulk of his garrison as
reinforcements to the Deccaii.

In the year 1692 the recapture of Rajgad and Panhala
were the most important Maratha successes. As it will be
remembered, the great king had in 1647 A. D.' fortified a
hill called Morbad and had changed its name to Raj gad.
During the monsoon of 1G88 it had been taken by the,
Moghuls and one Abu Khair Khan was appointed its
commandant. The fort was a very strong one, hardly less
so than Purandar or Sinhgad, and probably on that
account had only a slender garrison. Suddenly a Maratha
force appeared before it and demanded its surrender,
Firoz Jang had received intelligence of the Maratha
movements and at once detatched a large contingent to
relieve Abu Khair. It came too late, for the fortress had
already been betrayed by the craven fears of its governor.
Dreading an assault in which he might have perished, he
had surrendered the fortress on the promise of a safe
conduct for himself, his family and his property. The
Maratha general gave him a pass through his lines and
proceeded to occupy Rajgad. But his soldiers, less
scrupulous than their master, relieved Abu Khair of his
money and clothes and his women of their jewelry. In this
plight he met Firoz: Jang's relieving column. The
emperor, justly incensed, dismissed him from the army
and ordered him to go on a pilgrimage to Mecca. The
successful Maratha leader was Shankar Narayan Gandekar.
He was the son of Naro Mukund the hereditary Kulkarni
or village accountant of Gandapur. He took service as a
clerk under Moro Pingle and afterwards under Ramchandra
Bavdekar. In 1692 the viceroy ordered him to raise a
corps of Maval infantry. This he did with such success
that he was ordered to surprise Rajgad. My readers will
be interested to learn that he was the ancestor of that
loyal nobleman H. H. the Pant Sachiv of Bhor.

The captor of Panhala was another clerk in the service
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